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SMSC in the
Cornerstones

curriculum

Memorable

experiences include

dramatic, artistic

and musical

performances. M
em

orable 

experiences take 

place in a variety 

of setti
ngs in 

and out of 

school.

A range of imaginativescenarios provoke creative thinking.

Com
m

unity

and charity 

based tasks 

raise children’s 

understanding 

and aw
areness 

of the lives of 

different people in 

society.

Use imagination and 
creativity in their learning.SMSC Sp 3

Sense enjoyment andfascination when learning
about themselves, others

and the world around them.

SMSC Sp 2

Child-led tasks

encourage 

children to work 

cooperatively to 

solve problem
s. Child-led 

tasks promote  

enjoyment, 

enterprise and 

independent 
thinking.

Projects explore 

a vast range of 

personal, national,

world-wide and

imaginary themes.

Activities a
nd

themes e
nable

children to
 offer

views a
nd opinions

about m
oral and 

 ethical is
sues. 
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H
istorical, cultural 

and heritage sites 

form
 the basis 

of m
any

M
em

orable 

experiences.Ch
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Children are 

encouraged to
 

reflect, e
valuate 

and celebrate 

the su
ccesse

s 

of o
thers.

Children are 

encouraged to 

consider how their 

actions (work or 

behaviour) have 

contributed 

to their 

understanding 

and 

achievement.

Participate in and respond 

positively to artistic, musical, 

sporting and cultural 

opportunities.

SMSC Cd 4

Use a range of social skills in 

different contexts.  
SM

SC So 1

U
nderstand and appreciate 

the w
ide range of cultural 

influences that have shaped 

their heritage and those of 

others.

SM
SC Cd 1
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SM
SC

 So
 1

Develop an acceptance of 

other p
eople, understa

nding 

the im
porta

nce of 

identifying and combatting 

disc
rim

ination.

SMSC M 6

Understand the consequences 

of their behaviour and 

actions.

SMSC M 3

Sense enjoyment and 

fascination when learning 

about themselves, others 

and the world around them.

SMSC Sp 2

Participate in a 

variety of com
m

unities 

and social setti
ngs, 

including by volunteering, 

cooperating well w
ith 

others and being able to 

resolve conflicts effectively.

SM
SC So 2

Explore and show
 

respect for different 

faiths, religious, ethnic 

and socio-econom
ic 

groups, national and global 

com
m

unities.

SM
SC Cd 5
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SM
SC

 So
 2

Investigate and offer 

reasoned views a
bout 

moral and ethical is
sues 

and underst
and and 

appreciate th
e viewpoints 

of o
thers o

n th
ese iss

ues.

SMSC M 4Explore and show 

respect for different 

faiths, religious, ethnic 

and socio-economic 

groups, national and global 

communities.

SMSC Cd 5

*Codes are Cornerstones SMSC skills based on
  Ofsted’s School inspection handbook 2016.
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Cornerstones pedagogy
How the Cornerstones pedagogy and curriculum puts spiritual, moral,

social and cultural (SMSC) education at the heart of your school.

Key
Spiritual

Cultural

Moral

Social

Memorableexperiences sparkchildren's curiosity,enjoyment andinterest in atheme or project.
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